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WELCOME

The richness, vitality and astonishing
variety of the performing arts—from
theatre to dance to music—are among
the glories of New York City. Theatre
Development Fund is the only not-for-
profit organization dedicated to serving
the entire spectrum of the performing
arts with programs that touch the 
lives of millions of New Yorkers and 
visitors each year.

Created in 1968 by a dedicated group of theatre
professionals, Theatre Development Fund is the only 
performing arts service organization of its kind.

TDF has developed groundbreaking programs to
encourage and support the production of new artistic
works and ensure the availablity of affordable tickets 
to millions of theatregoers each year.

TDF’s most renowned program is the TKTS booths.
Consistent with our goal of expanding audiences
while supporting new works of merit, TKTS provides
critical revenue for productions while simultaneously
enabling a diverse audience to enjoy New York’s
greatest asset…the theatre.

Behind the scenes, TDF has created and maintains a
diverse roster of programs which provide audiences
for virtually every theatre and dance production in
New York—through ticket subsidy, accessibility 
programs for theatregoers with physical disabilities,
and award-winning arts education programs.

TDF is committed to seeking new ways to support 
productions and to broaden the public’s awareness
and access to live theatre, dance and music.
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“Theatre Development

Fund is a remarkable

organization which

continues to provide

the best possible

opportunities for young

people to engage with

shows and the theatre-

making process.

My time working with

them on The Old Vic

Theatre transfer of 

A Moon for the

Misbegotten was both

great fun and incredibly

rewarding and proved

to me once again that

theatre comes alive

when young people 

are involved.”

KEVIN SPACEY
Artistic Director,

The Old Vic Theatre



David D. Holbrook Victoria Bailey
Chairman Executive Director
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LETTER
FROM THE CHAIRMAN AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

VICTORIA BAILEY

Dear Friends of TDF:

If we could pick one image that says “TDF,” it would be one of excited theatre lovers filling an entire 
theatre just before the curtain rises. Waiting in anticipation for a story to unfold live before your eyes  
is an experience that knows no age or ethnicity. It is universal. During this past year, nearly 2.2 million
people had the opportunity to experience this through TDF services—our TKTS booths, membership
program, accessibility programs and education programs.  

As you look through this report, you will see tourists visiting our city, New Yorkers attending a play
with a ticket they bought at our TKTS “play only” window, TDF members taking in an Off Broadway
show, a sold out TDF student performance of August Wilson’s Radio Golf or a TAP member attending 
an open captioned performance of A Chorus Line. And there are many others who are impacted by 
us as well—the 1.5 million visitors we see each month at our newly redesigned Web site launched in
December 2006, or the performers and audiences of the 965 productions that used costumes from 
TDF’s Costume Collection. All through the year, we continued to advance live theatre and dance,

serving audiences and, of course, supporting theatre and
dance productions throughout the city.

Behind the scenes, we were busy with projects which are
“in process” and will yield results as we move forward. 
We are working on our Playwrights Project, a study which
grows out of TDF's commitment to nurturing the theatre. 
It addresses the questions of how best to encourage the 
production of new plays across the country and how to

effectively promote and sustain the work of playwrights in America. This year we met with over 84
playwrights, artistic directors and other key players in five cities around the country as part of the
study. We plan to complete the study next year and hope that it will inform our program development
as well as that of other interested organizations.  

Also, this year, we commenced work with the League of Off Broadway Theatres and Producers on the
design of a Web site specifically intended to strengthen Off Broadway by helping to build its audience.
In partnership with Brooklyn’s MetroTech Business Improvement District, we are planning to return 
to Brooklyn with a new TKTS booth in early 2008. Last, but certainly not least, construction on the
revitalization of Father Duffy Square and our new TKTS booth continued. This project has been 
exciting and challenging. When complete, the glass structure housing the new TKTS booth will be
unique in New York City, a new icon, a gathering place for all, right in the heart of Times Square.  

We continue to increase our base of support as our roster of funders continues to grow. We gained
many new donors at a very successful benefit evening centered on a performance of A Chorus Line in
support of the new TKTS booth. Additionally, we are grateful to have an active group of volunteers, 
The Friends of TDF, working to “spread the word” about TDF and our programs.  

Our Board of Trustees continues to be an invaluable source of counsel and support as we plan for 
the future. This year, we welcomed two new trustees, Deborah Hartnett and Gwen Marcus. Both are 
seasoned professionals working as attorneys in the fields of intellectual property/entertainment and
cable production, respectively.  

As we look to the new year, which will be TDF’s fortieth, we anticipate the opening of our new TKTS
booth at Father Duffy Square and the completion of a new strategic plan. We couldn’t do what we do
without all our supporters, colleagues and friends. Thank you!

“All through the year, we continued 
to advance live theatre and dance,
serving audiences and, of course,
supporting theatre and dance 
productions throughout the city.”

DAVID D. HOLBROOK
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BOARD OF TRUSTEESMISSION

Theatre Development

Fund, a not-for-profit 

organization, was 

created in the 

conviction that the 

live theatrical arts 

afford a unique 

expression of the 

human condition 

that must be 

sustained and 

nurtured. TDF’s 

two-fold mission 

is to identify and 

provide support,

including financial

assistance, to 

theatrical works of 

artistic merit and 

to encourage and 

enable diverse 

audiences to 

attend live theatre 

and dance in all 

their venues.

OFFICERS

David D. Holbrook, Chairman
Barbara R. Biben, Vice Chairman
D. Kenneth Patton, Vice Chairman
Robert T. Goldman, Treasurer 
Penny Peters, Secretary

TRUSTEES

Victoria Bailey 
William J. Baumol 
Stephen Benedict 
Wendy Davies 
Bettye R. Fletcher 
Robert Fried 
Edes P. Gilbert 
Gene C. Gill 
Don Harrell 
Deborah Hartnett 
Howard Kissel 
Sandra Kresch  
Gail Levenstein  
Pia Lindström 
Gwen Marcus
Konrad Matthaei 
Donald McDonagh 
Charles L. Reinhart 
William J. Riordan  
Ruth Sarfaty 
Alan Z. Senter 
Eileen S. Silvers 
Earl D. Weiner

CHAIRMEN EMERIT I

August Heckscher (1967)   
John E. Booth (1967-70) 
George Backer (1970-73) 
Stephen Benedict (1973-75; 1987-90) 
Anna E. Crouse (1975-77; 1981-84) 
Lloyd Richards (1977-81) 
Edwin Wilson (1984-87) 
David D. Holbrook (1990-97)
John F. Breglio (1997-2005)

FOUNDING TRUSTEES

Stephen Benedict
John E. Booth 
August Heckscher (1913-1997) 
Stuart W. Little
John F. Wharton (1894-1977) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

David D. Holbrook, chair n Barbara R. Biben
Robert Fried n Edes P. Gilbert n Robert T. Goldman
Sandra Kresch n D. Kenneth Patton n Penny Peters 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Don Harrell, chair n Stephen Benedict
Earl D. Weiner n David D. Holbrook, ex officio

COMMITTEE ON TRUSTEES

Barbara R. Biben, chair n Stephen Benedict
Robert T. Goldman  n Don Harrell  
Konrad Matthaei

DANCE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Charles L. Reinhart, chair n Stephen Benedict
Robert T. Goldman  n Donald McDonagh
Penny Peters 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Edes P. Gilbert, chair n Barbara R. Biben  
Wendy Davies  n Bettye R. Fletcher
Robert T. Goldman  n Don Harrell  n Konrad Matthaei
Alan Z. Senter  n Eileen S. Silvers

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Robert T. Goldman, chair n Robert Fried
Deborah Hartnett  n Sandra Kresch  n Alan Z. Senter
Eileen S. Silvers n Earl D. Weiner
David D. Holbrook, ex officio

PLAY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Howard Kissel, chair n Gene C. Gill
Pia Lindström n Theodore Chapin, ex officio
Anna E. Crouse, ex officio n Stuart W. Little, ex officio
Julius Novick, ex officio

PROGRAM POLICY COMMITTEE

Sandra Kresch, chair n William J. Baumol
Robert Fried n Gail Levenstein n Pia Lindström
Charles Reinhart n William J. Riordan n Ruth Sarfaty
Earl D. Weiner  
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TDF DONORS 2006-2007

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION
AND GOVERNMENT DONORS

$100,000 and above
Anonymous, through the Carnegie 

Corporation of New York 4
New York State Council on the Arts

$50,000–$99,999
The Shubert Foundation, Inc.

$25,000–$49,999
American Express 
The Educational Foundation of 

America
Pitney Bowes Legal Solutions 
SAP

$10,000–$24,999
Akerman Senterfitt 4
Altria Group, Inc.
Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
City of New York Department of 

Cultural Affairs
New York City Council Member 

Lewis Fidler
Harry S. Black & Allon Fuller Fund
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
The Heckscher Foundation for 

Children
Home Box Office
Laurence W. Levine Foundation, Inc.
National Endowment for the Arts
Newman’s Own, Inc.
The Adolph & Ruth Schnurmacher 

Foundation
Viacom 
Washington Mutual 

$5,000–$9,999
Helene Berger Foundation
Louise & Ardé Bulova Foundation 
Con Edison
The Max & Victoria Dreyfus 

Foundation, Inc.
Sarita Kenedy East Foundation, Inc.
John Golden Fundation, Inc.
Harkness Foundation for Dance
The Abe & Frances Lastfogel 

Foundation—A Charitable Fund of 
the William Morris Agency 4

The McGraw-Hill Companies
Henry Nias Foundation, Inc.
New York City Council Member 

Joel Rivera
The Rudin Foundation, Inc.
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels 

Foundation, Inc.
Sherwood 48 Associates
Sony USA Foundation, Inc. 4

$2,500–$4,999
Axe-Houghton Foundation
Century Direct, LLC
Edith Meiser Foundation
The Xerox Foundation

$500–$2,499
Capezio/Ballet Makers Dance 

Foundation, Inc.
Friars National Association Foundation
Hearing Loss Association of America, 

Westchester Chapter 4
Lutz & Carr
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 4
Signature Bank

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$10,000 and above
Elizabeth S. Cohen
Sheila & Bill Lambert
Marc Platt
Andrew Schupak

$5,000–$9,999
William J. Baumol
Anna E. Crouse
Edes P. Gilbert
Gail Levenstein
Carolyn J. Smith

$2,000–$4,999
Sharon Frankel
Don W. Harrell
Deborah Hartnett
Irene Mecchi
Alan Z. Senter
Eileen S. Silvers

$1,000–$1,999
Bettye Fletcher
Robert Fried
Gene C. Gill
Robert T. Goldman
David D. Holbrook
Sandra Kresch
Tiffany Hampton & Brian Lee
Nancy SooHoo-Miranda
David Hyde Pierce 4
Charles L. Reinhart
Ruth Sarfaty
Earl D. Weiner
Barbara Williams-Henry

$500–$999
David S. Berlin
Barbara R. Biben
Elizabeth Boskey 4
Philip Burford
Margaret Andrews Davenport 4*
The Forman Family 4*
Joseph Gordon
Mary & Gordon Gould
Judith Herschman
Rupert Holmes 4
Mary S. Jemail
Claudia Zeldin & Dan Katzner 4*
Louis J. Kunsch
James Lapine
Pia Lindström
D. Kenneth Patton
Fred Peskoff 4
William J. Riordan
Gifts made in honor of 

Irwin A. Silverstein
Marsha Soffer
Emily Solomon 4

$200–$499
Berdine Isa Abler 
Alberta Arthurs
Melinda S. Atwood 4
Lillian M. Bartok
Linda & Gerry Benjamin
Susan S. Binger
Jennifer Brooks
Pamela Butler
James G. Butterfield
Yvonne Chan 4
Carol Shuchman & Kendall
Christensen
John Clarke
Deborah Futter & William Cohan 4*

Monique & Frank Cordasco 4*
Rose & Joe Cortico
Mark D’Alessio
Katherine & Bernard Dick
Cory & Bob Donnalley Charitable Trust
Richard A. Duschl
Ulla E. Dydo
John T. Egan
Lisa L. Margosian & 

Frederick A. Ehlert 4*
Harriet Flehinger
Aaron Frankel
Yvette A. Geary
Elizabeth Genn 4*
Michele B. Gerrig
Philip M. Glazer
Iris & Kenneth Grover
Fredda & Jay Harris
Kathleen A. Harris
Robert F. Hersee
Martin Kane
Mary B. Hogan & John Joseph Kenny 4*
Elena M. Hahn & Victor K. Kiam 4*
Lawrence Kong
Robert Levinson 4
Geraldine & Irwin Markowitz
Konrad Matthaei
Maria Mayenzet 4
Deborah Collins-McGuire & 

Kevin P. McGuire
Eileen & Timothy Mckernan
Josephine McSweeney
Ellen Mendel
Rita Messing
Alan Mirken
Belle & Murray Nathan
Barbara Petak
Pamela & Jeffrey Platt 4
Margo & Richard Reder 4*
Alice F. & Lowell M. Rubin
Liliane Salama
Regina & Dennis Santella
Evelyn Savage
Rita Schrager 4*
Roberta & Stanley Shapiro
William Shulman
Isabel Sklar
Martha & Robert Solimine
Mary E. Stevens
Frank C. Stocco 4
Anita & Doug Strauss
Darcy Tierney
Marc Ian Tobias
Barbara Belch & Paul Tregidgo 4*
Susan & Charles Tribbitt
Robin Harris & James Wilentz 4*

4 new donor
* Gift made in celebration of 

Jessica Hirschhorn’s Bat Mitzvah

TDF gratefully acknowledges our corporate, foundation, government
and individual donors for helping us advance live theatre and dance.BRAVO!  FRIENDS 

OF TDF
The Friends of TDF help 
generate awareness about
Theatre Development Fund’s
many programs and services
while helping to strengthen 
our profile in the New York
community. Working in 
concert with TDF staff, the
Friends plan outreach events
throughout the year which
engage their diverse network 
of family, friends and 
colleagues. Additionally, the
Friends assist with specific
TDF programs. The Friends
consist of individuals who 
have an affiliation to TDF 
or who have an interest in 
promoting our work.

We wish to thank the Friends
for devoting their time and 
talents to TDF over the last
year.

OFFICERS

Barbara R. Biben
Founding Chair

Fredda Harris 
Chair, Fundraising & Events 

Sub-Committee

Janet Heiligman
Chair, Membership Sub-Committee

Susan Schwarz, 
Chair, Education Sub-Committee 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Anne Frankel
Melissa Gibbs
Mary Gould
Marilyn Grosswirth
Tiffany Hampton
Margo Hasen
Simone Kaplan
Phyllis Klein
Eeta Linden
Wendy Nadler
Wendy Reilly
Evelyn Savage
Karen Schadow
Rita Schneider
Phyllis Silver
Barbara Williams-Henry
Joan Zimmett

SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Daryl Baurer
David Correa
Pat Garasic
Cristen Hodges
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
Rhoda Kleiman
Birgit Ricker
Mara Thieroff
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TDF DONORS 2006-2007

DONORS: 
2007 Irene Sharaff Awards
March 23, 2007

Event Sponsor
The Tobin Theatre Arts Fund

$1,000–$5,000
Dean Brown
Frank Piazza of Greenberg 

& Hammer, Inc.
Marc Happel
Barbara Matera, Ltd.
Parsons-Meares, Ltd.
United Scenic Artists Local 829

$500–$999
Maria Brizzi
Louise Guthman
Period Corsets
Kaufman’s Army and Navy, NYC
Euro Co. Costumes, Inc.
Kitty Leech & Scott Galliher
Odds Costume Rental, Inc. 
David Rockwell
The Rolfe Company
The Savannah College of Art & Design
Schneeman Studio Limited
Tricorne, Inc.
Eric Winterling, Inc. 

$200–$499
Carl Baldasso
Early Halloween NYC
Mary & Gordon Gould
Donald Holder & Evan Yionoulis
John Kristiansen New York, Inc. 
Martin Pakledinaz
Paron Fabrics, Inc.
Penn and Fletcher, Inc.
Penn House Cleaners
Patrick Wiley & Gregory Poplyk
Kenneth Posner Lighting Design, Inc.
Helene Beba Shamash
The Shirt Store, Inc.
Timberlake Studios, Inc.
Robert R. Tullock
Holly Hynes & Jim Zulakis

DONORS: 
2006 Fall Gala: A Chorus Line
October 12, 2006

Event Sponsors
Akerman Senterfitt
Washington Mutual

$4,000–$10,000
Dorothy R. Davies &  

Jeremy R. Kramer
Andrea & David Holbrook 
Gail & Alan Levenstein
Pia Lindström & Jack Carley
Gina Ingoglia Weiner & 

Earl D. Weiner 

$2,000–$3,999
Suzanne & Stanley S. Arkin
Helene Berger
Barbara R. Biben & Alfred R. Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Bickford
Penelope & John Biggs
Danielle N. Butin
Diane & Pericles Caminis
Carolyn Rossi Copeland
Anna E. Crouse
Wendy Davies & Walter Johnsen
Pilar & Mike de Graffenried
Bettye Fletcher
Judith & Robert T. Goldman
Lulie Haddad
Helen & Peter Haje
Harkness Foundation for Dance
Dina Merrill & Ted Hartley 
Infinia Group LLC
Sheila & Bill Lambert
Marjorie R. Lewis
Karen Fry & Richard Lukins
Warrie & James Price
Patricia M. Hynes & Roy L. Reardon 
Patricia M. Weeks & Stuart B. Rekant
Elizabeth Stribling & Guy Robinson
Patricia & Douglas Sacks
Mary & Saul Sanders
Sara & Axel Schupf
Eileen S. Silvers & Richard Bronstein
Carolyn J. Smith
Marsha K. & Herbert J. Stern
Barbara & Donald Tober
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Tomenson, Jr.
William H. Wright II

$1,000–$1,999
Barbara & L. Charles Bartz
Judith B. Bass & Jack Levy
William J. Baumol
Jane & George Bunn
Robert M. Carr
Century Direct, LLC
Jim Russo & Tony Cointreau
Karen Como
Donald R. Crawshaw
Suzanne & Edward Davies
Sarah E. Cogan & Douglas H. Evans
Diane & Blaine Fogg
Sharon Frankel
Robert Fried
Edes P. Gilbert
Don W. Harrell
Fredda & Jay Harris

Peter Hoffman
Alice & Christopher Holbrook
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
Paulette & Bill Kaufmann
Edythe Kenner
Judith R. King & Andy Morris
Katie Kotkins
Anne & Scott Kraft
Sandra Kresch
Susan Kroll
Jack Lenor Larsen
Tiffany Hampton & Brian Lee
Judith B. Bass & Jack Levy
Anne & Richard Lindgren
Konrad Matthaei
Ronay & Richard L. Menschel 
Anne & John Osnato
Charles L. Reinhart
Joanne Sage
Ruth Sarfaty
Alan Z. Senter
Michael Shuster
Eileen R. Solomon
Frank Sommerfield
Rosemarie J. Sorce
Alice & Ken Starr
Bonnie & Tom Strauss
Nili Olay & Jerold Vetowich
Cathy & Stephen Weinroth
Joan & Mark Zimmett

$500–$999
Stephen Benedict
Laura Blank
Constance Christensen
Mary Civiello
William W. Cobbs
Tifanny Hendry & Kip Colligan
Elena deMurias
John C. Edebohls
Melissa Gibbs
Gene C. Gill
Julie & Peter Glicklich
April Gow
Janet Heiligman
Meg Herrman
Carol Judelson
Mimi & Don Kirk
Maggie Kneip
Jonathan Lane
Norma S. Langworthy
Michael T. Martin
Julie Martin
Ruth Melnikoff
Elizabeth J. Misek
Ann Moore
Sandra Divack Moss
Mildred Munich
Wendy Post
Sandra Schiff
Robert Schumer
Anthony Stelmach
Becky Thomas
Ana Vilma Soler
Paula F. Weiner
Marcia S. Wilson
Gay Young

DONORS: 
Campaign for a New 
TKTS Booth at Duffy Square

$50,000 and above
John F. Breglio
David D. Holbrook

$25,000–$49,999
Akerman Senterfitt
Stephen Benedict
Barbara R. Biben
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Robert Fried
Robert T. Goldman
Don W. Harrell
Sandra Kresch
Pia Lindström
Konrad Matthaei & 

The Matthaei Foundation
Pitney Bowes Legal Solutions
William J. Riordan
Eileen S. Silvers
Alan Z. Senter
Earl D. Weiner

$10,000–$24,999
Henry Nias Foundation, Inc.
Signature Bank

$5,000–$9,999
Hilda & William Baumol
Wendy Davies
Gene C. Gill
Infinia Group LLC
Gail Levenstein
D. Kenneth Patton

$2,000–$4,999
Victoria Bailey
Ruth Sarfaty

$500–$1,999
Sharon Dunn
Howard Kissel
Donald McDonagh & Leslie Getz
Dina Merrill & Ted Hartley
Penny Peters
Charles L. Reinhart

$200–$499
Ellen Downey
Jon B. Helmrich
Susan & Peter Restler
Michael Reynolds
Edward Seidel

Campaign in progress; 
gifts received as of 6/30/07 

We applaud all of the individuals
who contributed to TDF in 2006-
2007. Unfortunately, due to space
limitations, we are unable to list
all of our valuable supporters.

THANKS! TDF also acknowledges the generous donors to these special funds and programs.
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THEATRE AND DANCE SUBSIDY

TDF Dance Subsidy 
supported the following 
companies:
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
American Ballet Theatre 
Armitage Gone
Aspen Sante Fe Ballet
Ballet Hispanico
Ballet Memphis
Ballet NY
Ballet Preljocaj
Edward Scissorhands (BAM)
Batsheva Dance Company
Buglisi Dance Theatre
Chunky Move
Comp. Porgeguesa de Bailado 

Contemporano
Compania Metros
Doug Varone and Dancers
Eifman Ballet of St. Petersburg
Elisa Monte Dance Company
Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana
Garth Fagan Dance
John Butler: An American Master
Lar Lubovitch
Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo
Limon Dance
Lines Ballet
Merce Cunningham
New York City Ballet (spring and 

winter seasons)
Parsons Dance Company
Pascal Rioult Dance Theatre
Paul Taylor Dance Company
Philadanco
Philippe Decoufle
Ronald K. Brown
Sadler’s Wells Push
San Francisco Ballet
Sankai Juko
Shen Wei Dance Arts
Smuin Ballet
Stephen Petronio
Tamango’s Urban Tap
Tango x 2
Urban Bush Women
World Music Institute

TDF and the Pulitzer Prize: Twenty-nine
TDF-subsidized productions that later won the Pulitzer

Prize for Drama—1968 through 2007.

TDF Theatre Subsidy 
supported the following 
productions:
Broadway:
Butley
Company
Coram Boy
Deuce
Frost/Nixon
High Fidelity
Jay Johnson: The Two and Only!
Journey’s End
Losing Louie
LoveMusik
Radio Golf
Talk Radio
Spring Awakening
The Lieutenant of Inishmore
The Little Dog Laughed
The Times They are A-Changin’
Translations

Off Broadway:
25 Questions for a Jewish Mother
Amajuba
An Oak Tree
Blackbird
Burleigh Grimes
Dying City
Eurydice
Hedda Gabler
In the Heights
Jacques Brel
Jane Eyre
My Name is Rachel Corrie
National Theatre of Greece
No Child
Regrets Only
Save the World
Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell
Striking 12
Suburbia
The Big Voice
The Fantasticks
The Scene 
The Treatment

THE FACTS

Theatre productions subsidized:  40 
17 Broadway, 23 Off Broadway

Admissions:  78,183
$ Amount returned to productions: $2,969,472

Dance companies subsidized:  42
Admissions:  19,851
$ Amount returned to productions:  $639,157

TDF’s Theatre and Dance Subsidy programs
are central to TDF’s mission, as they marry
the goals of supporting productions of
merit and bringing audiences to the theatre
who might not otherwise be able to attend.

The Theatre Subsidy program was TDF’s
first program. In 1968, TDF purchased 
tickets to The Great White Hope and 
distributed them to students. This was the
first of 29 Pulitzer Prize-winning plays to
have received subsidy from TDF, the most
recent being David Lindsay-Abaire’s Rabbit
Hole. Since the program’s inception, TDF
has provided subsidy support to over 
900 plays and musicals by purchasing 
over 2.9 million tickets to be sold to TDF 
members, thus supplying an audience of
theatregoers, usually during the ever
important preview period. Through the
Theatre Subsidy program, scripts are 
submitted to be considered by TDF’s Play
Development Committee. If a production 
is approved for subsidy, TDF agrees to 
purchase up to 6,000 tickets to sell to its
membership of 80,000 theatregoers.  

TDF offers these tickets to its members at 
a lower cost than what they purchase the
tickets for, thereby creating a margin of
subsidy. As a consequence, TDF subsidy
provides both financial assistance and a
loyal and receptive audience at a key
moment in the life of a new production.

TDF’s membership consists of students,
teachers, seniors, union members,
performing arts professionals, employees
of not-for-profit organizations, clergy and
armed services personnel.  

“I’ve enjoyed a lifelong 
relationship with TDF.
My mother was a teacher
and would to take us to the 
theatre through her TDF
membership. As a theatrical
general manager, I find 
TDF’s ticket, access and 
education programs 
invaluable to the 
productions I represent.”
WENDY ORSHAN 
Partner, 101 Productions, Ltd.

“With TDF’s subsidy support,
we have been able to 
continue our commitment 
to serve a broad cultural
audience without losing the 
crucial earned income we
need to present our season
in a fiscally responsible 
manner.”
VERDERY ROOSEVELT  
Executive Director, Ballet Hispanico
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TDF MEMBERSHIP

“One of the greatest
benefits to living in

New York City is the
wide variety of 

performing arts 
available to us.

Being a TDF member
allows me to broaden

my theatregoing 
experience. With their

affordable prices, I can
be more experimental

and try new things.”

SANDY BAKER
TDF member since 1987

TDF maintains a
membership of
over 80,000 
qualified* theatre
lovers who enjoy
deep discounts
on admissions to
hundreds of
Broadway, Off
Broadway, music
and dance productions each year. During the
2006-2007 season, these avid theatregoers were
offered great savings on tickets to 438 produc-
tions in addition to the 82 subsidized theatre and
dance productions listed on the previous page. 

*To qualify for TDF membership, one must be 
a full-time student, full-time teacher, union
member, senior citizen (62+), clergy member,
armed services member, civil service employee,
staff member of a not-for-profit organization or
performing arts professional.

MEMBERSHIP: THE FACTS

VOUCHERS: THE FACTS

Productions sold:  159

Admissions:  66,509

$ Amount returned to productions: $374,107

TDF VOUCHERS

TDF members are also eligible to purchase 
TDF’s Performing Arts Vouchers. This program 
is TDF’s principal means of assisting off-Off
Broadway theatre, music and dance groups by
helping them build their audiences and by 
subsidizing each admission from $1 to $3
(depending on the size of the venue).  

The TDF Voucher serves as an open ticket for
admission, allowing adventurous theatregoers
the flexibility to attend the performance of their
choice at smaller, more experimental theatres.
With TDF Vouchers, we are able to reach out to
young, new audiences, affording many of them 
a first-time experience in the performing arts.

Productions sold (non-subsidy):  438

Admissions:  477,034 

$ Amount returned to productions: $11,128,826



On June 25, 1973, Theatre Develop-
ment Fund, with the cooperation 
of the City of New York and the
League of American Theatres and
Producers, opened TKTS in Father
Duffy Square. The creation of this
new destination for same-day dis-
count theatre tickets helped reverse
the downward trend then facing the
theatre industry. Originally designed
by Mayers and Schiff as a temporary
structure, it grew to become an icon
to millions of New Yorkers and 
visitors from around the world. Its
presence has also been credited as the start of the
revitalization of Times Square, which, at that time,
was considered an unsafe neighborhood.

In last year’s annual report we reported that in 
the early part of May 2006, the familiar booth,
with its red and white canvases, was closed in
preparation for the groundbreaking for the 
construction of a revitalized Father Duffy Square
and a new, permanent TKTS booth. When Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg officiated at the ground-
breaking on May 2, 2006, it had been over six
years since Australian designers Choi Ropiha won
TDF’s international design competition for their
concept of a new TKTS booth. It had been several
years since TDF was joined by the Times Square
Alliance and the Coalition for Father Duffy to 
not only construct a new TKTS booth, but to 
completely revitalize the entire plaza. 

The first year of construction has been simultane-
ously exciting and demanding. As is often the case
when building an innovative structure, challenges
in engineering increase the construction time.
Adding to the complexity of the project, the glass
and fittings are being developed and manufactured
in Scotland, Austria and the United States. With
the expanded schedule, the project is on track for
completion in the spring of 2008. The new TKTS
booth, which has been developed by architects

Perkins Eastman and enhanced by and integrated
with William Fellows Architects’ new design for
the plaza, is destined to become the new icon for
“theatre” in New York City. The design, incorpor-
ating an amphitheatre with illuminated red glass
stairs, will be visually dramatic—a shimmering,
floating carpet of color and light. Father Duffy
Square will soon become a pedestrian-friendly
gathering place for all who visit Times Square. 

For the duration of the construction period, TDF
has operated a temporary TKTS booth just outside
the New York Marriott Marquis. This temporary
location has proven to be ideal, as it is only a few
hundred feet away from Father Duffy Square. We
are grateful to the New York Marriott Marquis for
their continued support.
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Shell of the new TKTS booth at home in Father Duffy Square Architect’s model of the completed TKTS booth

Ticket buyers at the temporary TKTS location 
outside the NY Marriott Marquis

TKTS booth at South Street Seaport
“I started my TKTS 
habit when I was in 
high school in New
Jersey. On weekends 
my friends and I would
come to the city to see
shows. I love the selec-
tion, spontaneity and
ease of using the booth.”

PHILIP MUTZ
TKTS patron, Astoria, New York

TKTS: THE FACTS

Locations
Times Square: Father Duffy Square, Broadway and 47th Street* 
South Street Seaport: Corner of Front and John Streets

Admissions: 1,541,325

$ Amount returned to productions: $81,815,667

Productions sold: 270
62 Broadway,191 Off Broadway, 7 Music, 10 Dance

* During the renovation of Father Duffy Square, TKTS Times Square is 
operating from a temporary location outside the NY Marriott Marquis
on 46th Street between Broadway and Eighth Avenue.

TKTS Best Sellers:
Broadway:
Hairspray
The Producers
Chicago
The Drowsy Chaperone
Beauty and the Beast
The Phantom of the Opera
Mamma Mia!
Rent
Avenue Q
The Wedding Singer

Off Broadway:
Altar Boyz 
I Love You, You’re Perfect,

Now Change 
Stomp 
Forbidden Broadway 
The Fantasticks
Jewtopia
Perfect Crime
Slava's Snowshow 
My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s 

Jewish, and I’m in Therapy
Jacques Brel is Alive and Well 

and Living in Paris


