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RACISM AND RESISTANCE

EXERCISES & ACTIVATIONS

Writing About Music

“It was the music/of something beginning/an era exploding/a century spinning.” These are some of the first lyrics heard in
Ragtime, establishing the importance of music in this revolutionary story. In Ragtime, they have ragtime — the jazzy music of
Scott Joplin and Jelly Roll Morton — who sang songs of both freedom and joy. What is your ragtime today? What artists sing
the songs of freedom and revolution of your era? Pick one verse from your favorite contemporary song and explain what
makes it your ragtime.

Embodying

Read the character profiles above and create a single physical gesture or short movement phrase for each character that
reflects their social position, power, or emotional state. Working in small groups, then layer or contrast movements between
characters (for example, Coalhouse and Father, or Mother and Sarah) to explore tension, hierarchy, and collision.

Contextual

Ragtime features several real historical figures in its cast of characters, including Harry Houdini, Henry Ford, Emma
Goldman, Booker T. Washington, and Evelyn Nesbit. Choose one of these real characters and complete additional research
to learn more about their life stories before and after the events of the play. Then write a paragraph from the perspective of
the character 10 years after the end of the play in which they reflect upon how the musical concludes.
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