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EXERCISES & ACTIVATIONS

Writing (spoiler alert!)

In The Outsiders, violence is real. Director Danya Taymor uses many theatrical devices to help the audience understand
what it feels like to experience such violence. Think back to the scene in Act 1 when Ponyboy is held underwater by Bob
Sheldon. What is going through Ponyboy's mind in this moment? Write a one paragraph monologue that gives voice to
Ponyboy's experience during this fight with Bob.

Embodying

Ponyboy Curtis is obsessed with the movies, especially the blockbuster films of Paul Newman. His favorite place is the
drive-in movie theater. Find some video footage of Paul Newman movies from the 1950s and 1960s. Study his mannerisms,
his posture, and his voice. Then, with a partner, improvise a scene between Paul Newman and Ponyboy Curtis that takes
place before the action of The Outsiders begins.

Contextual

The QOutsiders is rooted in a very real moment in American history: the 1960s, a volatile time when anti-war protests,
demands for racial integration, and the rise of feminism rocked American culture to its core. Choose one contextual subject
connected to the world of the play, such as 1960s youth gangs, drive-in movie culture, women's rights, or the impact of racial
segregation. Conduct brief research, then write a paragraph from the perspective of a teenager living in Tulsa during the time
of the musical. Reflect on how the events of the play relate to the social trend you researched.
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